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In this book we are concerned with
the relevance of structuralism to literature
and literary criticism. Thus we must face
fhe fact that the structural methodology is
not the exclusive property of literary
study - far from it - that its roots are in
the social sciences ( linguisties, anthropo-
logy ), and that its very application to
literature depends upon the relationship
between the language of literature and
the whole of language. Both the vitures
and the limitations of structuralism stem
from its linguistic roots. In this chapter,
ihen, we shall consider two aspects of the
relationship between linguistics and the
theory of iiteratufe. First, it wili be
necessary to present those concepts of
modern linguisties which have beén most
influential in literay studies, and then it
will be appropriate to investigate the most
important attempt to move from linguisties
to poetics in order to establish a theory
of literature. In. considering - these twe
aspects of structuralism, we shall inevita-
bly concentrate on the work of those two
linguists who have been most influential
on literary studies : Ferdinand de Saussure
and Roman Jakobson.
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The virtues and limitations of structu-
ralism as an approach to literary study can
be seen more clearly in the treatment of
narrative literature than in any other
aspect of literary theory or criticism. This
1s so for a number of reasons, which
resolve themselves finally -to the « fit »
between narrative literature as a subject
matter and ‘structuralism as a discipline.
Because the field of narrative extends from
myth on the one hand ( simple, short,
popular, oral, prehistoric ) to the modern
novel on the other ( complex, long, indivi-
dual, written, historical ), while preseving
certain structural features ( character ,
situation, action, resolution )', it offers a
superb field of study to the struceuralist,
and the field has been well cultivated. The
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structural study of fiction, despite a
heritage going back to Aristotle, may al-
most be said to begin with Vladimir
Propp's work on the Russian fairy tale.
Propp provided for fiction that kind of
« simplification of form » which has been
such an imporiant impetus to structuralist
thinking. The difference between Propp’s
approach io simple narrative forms and
that of Lévi - Strauss, which we shall
explore in the. following section of this
chapter, suggests a range within structura-
lism which is so great as almost to amount
to a schism. Though much simpler, much
less ingenious - or perhaps because much
simpler and less ingenious - Propp’s work
has proved thus far much more important
for liteaary theory than that of Levi -
Srauss. If there is a schiém, Propp is the
first pope of the orthbdox Sect. ( p4 gl
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The idea of this book came to me
I had
written about Lévi - Strauss for Partisan

when I suddenly realized after
Review .that an intellectual movement
could be fashionable without being unders-
tood. I myself at that point did not know
how much I still had to learn t0 make
sense of its various forms. But I was struck
by the diverse reactions to Lévi - Strauss’
notions - reactions which could only partly
be attributed to the fact that he is French,
but which had to do with the appeal and
respect accorded Parisian intellectuals.
This is not to-say that all the Parisian talk
of structuralism was any freer of simplifi-
cations than existentialism-its predecessor-
had been. Nor that the educated French
understand it much better than their
American counterparts.

Still, structuralism did have an impact
on the French inteliectual community, and
did address all other
systems - 'hermeneutics, Marxism, pheno-

philosophical

menology, existentialism, rationalism, efc.
Thus I included chapters on the most
representative structuralists ( in anthro-
pology, Marxism,psychoaialysis, literature,
and history ) as well as on their opponents
(in Marxism, hermencutics, and sociology),
so that this book about structuralism also
puts structuralism in its intellectual and

Pilitical milieu. (IX )
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To the average spéaker of English,
terms such as (structure), ( structuralist )
and ( structuralism } seem to have an
abstract, complex, new = fangled and
possibly French air about them : a condi-.
tion traditionally offering uncontestable
grounds for the profoundest mistrust.

But whatever the atiractions of such
anglo - saxon prejudices, they do not, on
inspection, turm out t¢ be particularly
well - founded. The concept of (structure),
the notion of various ( structuralist )
stances towards the world which might
coliectivély be called ( structuralism ) are
not entirely alien to our trusted ways of
thinking, nor did they spring, fully formed
tith horns and tail, out of the sulphurous
Parisian atmosphere of the last decade. .
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Attention has already been drawn to
the commitment of American linguists to
the construction of synchronic accounts
of native Indian languages, a commitment
arising partly from their fear that to
describe these ( exotic ) L languages in
t;f:t;fns of familiar Indo - European catego-
ries could have a dist'orﬁng effect on them.
And we have remarked that this practice
eventually led to the development of an
inBerently ( structural ) view of language
and culture whose major proponents, Boas,
Sapir, Whorf and later Bloomfield, produ-
ced influential work in the field of what
has com to be termed ( descriptive
linguistics ).
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Edward W. Said,
The World, the Text and the Critic,
Massachusefts, 1983, p. 226.
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Robert Scholes,

Structuralism in Literature,
Yale University Press, New Havan and London, 1974.
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Edith Kurzweil,

The Age of Struciuralism : Lévi - Strauss to Foucault,
Columbia University Press, New York, 1980.
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Terence Hawkers, A de2 5 3 (M)
Structuralism and Semiotics,

Methuen, London, 1977.
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Structuralist Poetics : Structuralism, Liguistics and the Study of Literature,

Routledge and Kegon Paul, London and Henley, 1975.
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After the New Criticism,
Methuen, London, 1983.

Robert Scholes,
Semiotics and Interpretation,
Yale University Press, New Havan and London, 1982.
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Robert Scholes, ; an
Textual Powers : Literary Theory and the Teaghing of English,
Yale University Press, New Havan and London, 1985.
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