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" CHILDREN OF AL-MAHJAR: ARAB AMERICAN LITERATURE SPANS A CENTURY™,
American Arab Forum,

hetp:/iwww .aafusa.org/children_of_atmahjar bitm, visited on 7-6-2012.

Lisa SuhairMajaj,

" Arab-American Literature: Origins and Developments”,

American Studies Journal,

{Center for United States Studies, Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenber) Number 52 (2008)
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Layla Al Maleh, “Anglophone Arab Literature: An Overview”, in:
Layla Al Maleh, (Editor),
Arab Yoices in Diaspora: Critical Perspectives on Anglophone Arab Literature
{Radopi, Amsterdam-New York, 2009), pp. 1-63.
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“Tatking With Poet Naomi Shihab-Nye",
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Lisa SuhairMaia,
"New Direction: Arab American Writing at Century's End”, in:
Post Gibrant Anthology of New Arab American Writing,
Edited by KhaledMattawa and MunirAkash
(A Jusoor Book, 1999, Distributed by Syracuse University Press), p. 75.
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TataBahiyeh'

For that generation

TataBahiyeh was light

in the bones and older

than anyone: hands stained
with brown spots, flesh

so dry it folded

in ridges. Her touch

was like jasmine

tlowering at night,

secret life slow

through the tough brown vine.

Bahiyeh loved apricots,

g abadl o - 16

Lisa SuhairMajaj

Geograplties of Light

.Washington, D.C.: Del Sol Press, 2009), 59-61)

.Tata Bahiveh" first appeared in Mr. Cogito 10, No. 1 (1991Y”
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and plum. bitter orange

and sweel black grape.

#

She didn’t want much

in death, just a place

to rest. She was lucky,

had the papers, could cross.
But when Bahiyeh died,
the soldiers dumped her body
without ceremony

on the concrete floor,
probed roughly

into sheltered crevices

of her stiffened corpse.
They expected contraband,
money, munitions,
anything but death.

They found

what they should

have expected.

What light

remained in her bones

still beyond desecrating hands
shone hidden

and private.

When you look,
you find seeds, dusty
and shriveled,

brown shells fragile

51

sun’s fruit, rivulets

sweet down her storied
skin. The pits she spat

in her palm were a promise,
not to be wasted, Cracked,
you could eat the firm
white heart within, Planted,
seed pledged to grow.
Bahiyeh was like all

the old ones, longing

for earth and the light

off Al-Agsa, olive trees
rooted on hills—prayers
under breathing. Their eyes
were pathways, marked out
and empty: at least

to be buried there,

earth cradling bones

in a final planting.

Like all of them,

she tucked packets

of tissue-wrapped seeds
(each with its story)

in drawers, behind

clocks, on shelves:

to plant in the better time,
insha’allah. Meanwhile,
travelers eastward

brought cuttings, sprigs

in the luggage: olive

50
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like ancient bones.
You remember

how to lay kernels

in earth, pour water,
wait for the green
shoot thrusting,
amazed how seeds
harbor their light
within. Bahiyeh’s bones
lie buried in girlhood
soil. You watch for
that steady emanation
of light. You learn
how to wait

after planting.

TataBahiyeh
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== «Even at an early age I could see that to be Palestinian meant being part of something larger
than the immediate family and its expectations. It meant being connected to a land, a
people, and a history, all of which were symbolize by a single city: Jerusalem. If Palestine
was the homeland whose echoes reverberated through our lives no matter where we lived or
how we sought to distance curselves, Jerusalem was the emotional center of this homeland,
the focal point of Palestinian longing. And despite the fact that I grew up feeling in many
ways distinctly American—and, like so many Americansdistinctly lacking in political
awareness—on some level I, too, wanted to be included in this national definition »,
(pp. 731-732).
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Lisa SuhairMajaj.
* Journey to Jerusalem”, i
Sputh Atlantic Quarterly, Vol. 102, No .4, fall 2003 p. 732,
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Translation in Arab American and Arab British Literature
(New Yorlk: Oxford University Press, 2011).
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"The road from Beirut: from student to refugee overnight,

{n the one suitcase you can carry, do you pack photographs or an extra sweater?"
The Women Review of Books, January 1, 2004.
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Lisa SuhairMajaj,

o "Journey to Jerusalem”,

South Ailantic Quarterly, Vol. 102, No.4, Fall 2003, pp 729-745;

» "’On Writing and Return: Palestinian-American Reflections”,

Meridians- Feminism, Race, Transnationalism,

Vol. 2, No. 1 (2001), pp. 113-126.
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"If Palestine was the homeland whase echoes reverberated through our lives no matter where
we lived or how we sought to distance ourselves, Jerusalem was the emotional center of this
homeland, the focal point of Palestinian longing”.
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Lisa SuhairMajaj,
"Toumey to Jerusalem”.ibid, p.32.
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Al Maleh, Layla,
“Anglophone Arab Literature: An Overview”, in:
Layla Al Maleh, (Editor)I

Arab Voices in Diaspora: Critical Perspectives on Anglophone Arab
Literature (Radopi, Amsterdam-New York, 2009), pp. 1-63.

Civantos Christina,

Between Argentines and Arabs.

Argentine Orientalism, Arab Immigrants and the Writing of Identity
(State University of New York Press, New York, 2006)
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(A Jusoor Book, 1999, Distributed by Syracuse University Press).

DarwichlJabbour, Zahida,

o “On Writing and Return: Palestinian-American Reflections”, o Litteraturesfrancophones du Moyen-Orient: Egypt, Liban, Syrie: (Les
Meridians- Feminism, Race, Transnationalism, ecritures du Sud) |, (Edisud, Aix-en-Provence . 2007);
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Vol.2,No. 1 (2001), pp- 113-126. (s 0 2 5SS w31 5200 1)

o Parcours en Prancophonie(s), (Dar An-Nahhar, Beirut, 2002);
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o Etudes su la poesielibanaise francophone: AbiZeyd. Naffah Scheha de
Stetie. Hatem, (Dar An-Nahar, Beirut, 1997);

e “Journey to Jerusalem”,
South Atlantic Quarterly, Vol. 102, No 4, fall 2003 p. 732,
e “The road from Beirut: from student to refugee overnight.

In the one suitcase you can carry, do you pack photographs or an extra

sweater?” @
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